
Session three material (Pulp Friction + Reading passage) 
Vocabulary 

 

reimburse  US  verb [T] FORMAL  
to pay back money to someone who has spent it for you or lost it because of you:  
The airline reimbursed me for the amount they had overcharged me.  
She was reimbursed by the gas company for the damage to her house.  
reimbursement  US  noun [C or U]  

 

incentive  US  noun [C or U]  
something which encourages a person to do something:  
Tax incentives have been very effective in encouraging people to save and invest more of their income.  
[+ to infinitive] There is little incentive for people to leave their cars at home when public transport 

remains so expensive.  
Bonus payments provide an incentive to work harder.  

incentivize, UK USUALLY incentivise  US  verb [T]  
to make someone want to do something:  
We need to incentivize our sales managers to achieve these targets.  

 

Medicare  US  noun [U] 
1 a government service in the US which allows people aged 65 and over to receive medical treatment 

both in and out of hospitals  

Compare Medicaid.  

2 a government service in Australia which allows people to receive medical treatment, and which is paid 

for through taxation  

 

Medicaid  noun [U]  
a government service in the US which allows poor people to receive medical treatment both in and out of 

hospitals  
Compare Medicare.  

 

soar (RISE QUICKLY)  US  verb  
1 [I usually + adverb or preposition] to rise very quickly to a high level:  

All night long fireworks soared into the sky.  

Temperatures will soar into the eighties over the weekend say the weather forecasters.  

House prices had soared a further twenty per cent.  

2 [T] to reach an impressive height:  

The highest peak in the range soars 15 771 feet into the sky.  

soaring  US  adjective  
soaring property prices  

 

appal (-ll-), US USUALLY appall  US  verb [T]  
to make someone have strong feelings of shock or of disapproval:  
I was appalled at/by the lack of staff in the hospital.  
The state of the kitchen appalled her.  
appalled  US  adjective  

an appalled silence/fascination  
appalling  US  adjective 
1 shocking and very bad:  

appalling injuries  

Prisoners were kept in the most appalling conditions.  

2 very bad:  

appalling weather  

The journey home was appalling.  



appallingly  US  adverb  
The number of casualties was appallingly high in both wars.  
The whole play was appallingly (= very badly) acted.  

 

reluctant  adjective  
not very willing to do something and therefore slow to do it:  
[+ to infinitive] I was having such a good time I was reluctant to leave.  
Many parents feel reluctant to talk openly with their children.  
She persuaded her reluctant husband to take a trip to Florida with her.  
reluctantly  adverb  

She reluctantly agreed to step down as managing director.  
reluctance  noun [S or U]  

an unwillingness to do something:  
I accepted his resignation with great reluctance.  
[+ to infinitive] Her reluctance to talk to the press was quite understandable.  

 

pulp  noun 
1 [S or U] a soft wet mass:  

Mash the bananas to a pulp and then mix in the yoghurt.  

2 [U] small pieces of paper, cloth or wood mixed with water until they form a soft wet mass, used for 

making paper:  

wood pulp  

a pulp mill  

3 [U] DISAPPROVING books and magazines which are of low quality in the way they are produced and the 

stories and articles they contain:  

pulp fiction  

beat sb to a pulp INFORMAL  
to hit someone repeatedly until they are badly injured  

pulp  verb [T]  
to make something into a pulp:  
Old newspapers are pulped and recycled.  

 

agriculture  US  noun [U]  
farming:  
Agriculture is still largely based on traditional methods in some countries.  
The area depends on agriculture for most of its income.  
Seventy percent of the country's population practises subsistence agriculture.  
Compare horticulture.  
agricultural  US  adjective  

She's studying agricultural science.  
The country's economy is mainly agricultural (= based on farming) and depends on crops like coffee.  

 

cultivate  US  verb [T]  
1 to prepare land and grow crops on it, or to grow a particular crop:  

Most of the land there is too poor to cultivate.  

The villagers cultivate mostly maize and beans.  

2 to try to develop and improve something:  

She has cultivated an image as a tough negotiator.  

3 If you cultivate a relationship, you make a special effort to establish and develop it, because you think 

it might be useful to you:  

The new Prime Minister is cultivating relationships with old Eastern Bloc countries.  

cultivable  US  adjective  
Most of the island isn't cultivable (= can't be cultivated) - the soil is too rocky and dry.  

cultivated  US  adjective  
describes land which is cultivated:  
cultivated fields/soil/land  

cultivation  US  noun [U]  



colony  US  noun [C] 
1 a country or area controlled politically by a more powerful and often distant country:  

Australia and New Zealand are former British colonies.  

2 a group of people who live in a colony  

3 a group of people with a shared interest or job who live together in a way that is separate from other 

people:  

an artists' colony  

a nudist colony  

4 SPECIALIZED a group of animals, insects or plants of the same type that live together:  

a colony of ants/termites/bacteria  

colonial  US  adjective 
1 [before noun] relating to a colony or colonialism:  

Turkey was once an important colonial power.  

Various parts of Africa have suffered under colonial rule.  

a colonial mentality  

2 describes furniture or buildings in the style of a period when some countries were colonies:  

colonial architecture  

colonial-style houses  

colonial  US  noun [C]  
a person from another country who lives in a colony, especially as part of its system of government  

colonialism  US  noun [U]  
the belief in and support for the system of one country controlling another  

colonialist  US  noun [C]  
a supporter of colonialism  

colonialist  US  adjective  
the colonialist powers  
colonialist ideology  

colonist  US  noun [C]  
someone who lives in or goes to live in a country or area that is a colony  

colonize, UK USUALLY colonise  US  verb [T often passive]  
to send people to live in and govern another country:  
Peru was colonized by the Spanish in the sixteenth century.  

colonization, UK USUALLY colonisation  US  noun [U]  

 

feasible  adjective SLIGHTLY FORMAL 
1 able to be made, done or achieved:  

With the extra resources, the scheme now seems feasible.  

[+ to infinitive] It may be feasible to clone human beings, but is it ethical?  

2 possible or reasonable:  

It's quite feasible (that) we'll get the money.  

feasibly  adverb SLIGHTLY FORMAL  

feasibility  US  noun [U]  
whether something is feasible:  
We're looking at the feasibility of building a shopping centre there.  
to carry out/conduct a feasibility study  

 

synthetic  US  adjective 
1 describes products that are made from artificial substances, often copying a natural product:  

synthetic fibres  

2 DISAPPROVING false or artificial:  

She criticized the synthetic charm of television presenters.  

 

 

 

 

 



revive  verb [I or T]  
to come or bring something back to life, health, existence, or use:  
to revive someone's hopes/confidence/fortunes  
My plants revived as soon as I gave them some water.  
A hot shower and a cup of tea will revive you.  
Traditional skills are being revived by local craftsmen.  
revival  noun 
1 [C or U] when something becomes more active or popular again:  

Recently, there has been some revival of (interest in) ancient music.  

An economic/artistic revival is sweeping the country.  

2 [C] a performance of a play which has not been seen for a long time:  

We're staging a revival of a 1950s play.  

3 [C] a time when interest in religion starts again in a stronger way than before, or a series of meetings 

organized to encourage this to happen  

 

proponent  US  noun [C]  
a person who speaks publicly in support of a particular idea or plan of action:  
He is one of the leading proponents of capital punishment.  
Compare opponent.  

 

triumph  noun [C or U]  
a very great success, achievement or victory, or a feeling of great satisfaction or pleasure caused by this:  
The book celebrates the hostages' remarkable triumph over appalling adversity.  
The signing of the agreement was a personal triumph for the Prime Minister.  
It was the Republican Party's third election triumph in a row.  
The eradication of smallpox by vaccination was one of medicine's greatest triumphs.  
The constitutional changes have been hailed as a triumph for democracy.  
The match ended in triumph for the French team.  
He returned in triumph from the sales with a half-price stereo system.  
triumph  verb [I]  

I believe that sooner or later good must triumph over evil.  
The Democrats once again triumphed in recent elections.  

triumphal  adjective  
describes something that celebrates a great victory or success:  
Shortly after his triumphal entry into Havana in January 1959, Castro spoke on television for seven 

hours without a break.  
Her popularity has declined since her triumphal return from exile two years ago.  

triumphalism  noun [U] DISAPPROVING  
when you obtain pleasure and satisfaction from the defeat of someone else:  
There wasn't a hint of triumphalism in her acceptance speech at the awards ceremony.  

triumphalist  adjective, noun [C] DISAPPROVING  
a triumphalist victory parade  

triumphant  adjective  
having achieved a great victory or success, or feeling very happy and proud because of such an 

achievement:  
It seemed as though the whole city had turned out for their team's triumphant homecoming.  
She emerged triumphant from the court after all the charges against her were dropped because of a 

lack of evidence.  
She made a triumphant return to the stage after several years working in television.  

triumphantly  adverb  
Bob triumphantly announced his promotion.  

 

  


