
Session four material (A spark, a flint: How fire leapt to life) 
Vocabulary 

 

peasant  noun [C] 
1 a person who owns or rents a small piece of land and grows crops, keeps animals, etc. on it, especially 

one who has a low income, very little education and a low social position. This is usually used of 

someone who lived in the past or of someone in a poor country:  

Tons of internationally donated food was distributed to the starving peasants.  

Most of the produce sold in the market is grown by peasant farmers.  

Peasant women with scarves around their heads were working in the fields.  

2 INFORMAL DISAPPROVING a person who is not well educated or is rude and does not behave well:  

Joe's a real peasant.  

peasantry  noun [U]  
especially in the past, all the people who were peasants  

 

concave  US  adjective  
curving in:  
a concave lens  
Compare convex.  
concavity  US  noun [C or U] SPECIALIZED  

 

palaeolithic, US ALSO paleolithic  US  adjective  
belonging to the period when humans used tools and weapons made of stone:  
The Palaeolithic Period is sometimes called the Old Stone Age.  
Compare neolithic.  

 

flint  noun [C or U] 
1 (a piece of) shiny grey or black stone that is like glass  

2 (a piece of) stone or metal used in a musket to make it fire or in a cigarette lighter to produce a flame  

flinty  US  adjective 
1 made of or like flint:  

a flinty material  

2 severe and determined:  

The head teacher has a rather flinty manner.  

 

the 'Arctic noun [S]  
the most northern part of the world, which is very cold; see table of Geographical names:  
Polar bears live in the Arctic.  
Arctic  US  adjective  

See table of Geographical names:  
No trees grow in the Arctic regions.  
FIGURATIVE The North of England has been experiencing Arctic (= very cold) conditions these past few 

days.  
 

Pyrite 

  a common mineral (iron disulfide) that has a pale yellow color  

  The mineral pyrite, or iron pyrite, is an iron sulfide with the formula FeS2. This mineral's metallic luster 

and pale-to-normal, brass-yellow hue ... 

 

 

 



patent (LEGAL RIGHT)  US  noun [C]  
the official legal right to make or sell an invention for a particular number of years:  
In 1880 Alexander Graham Bell was granted a patent on an apparatus for signalling and communicating 

called a Photophone.  
The company took out/filed a patent on a genetically engineered tomato that remains firm longer than 

untreated tomatoes.  
patent  US  adjective [before noun]  

a patent screwdriver  
patent  US  verb [T]  

If you don't patent your invention, other people may make all the profit out of it.  
patentee  US  noun [C] SPECIALIZED  

the person or organization that owns the legal right to make or sell something  
 

succumb  verb [I] FORMAL  
1 to lose the determination to oppose something; to accept defeat:  

The town finally succumbed last week after being pounded with heavy artillery for more than two 

months.  

I'm afraid I succumbed to temptation and had a piece of cheesecake.  

I felt sure it would only be a matter of time before he succumbed to my charms.  

2 to die or suffer badly from an illness:  

Thousands of cows have succumbed to the disease in the past few months.  

 

pioneer  US  noun [C] 
1 a person who is one of the first people to do something:  

one of the pioneers of modern science  

a pioneer heart surgeon  

2 a person who goes to an area and establishes farms, houses, etc:  

The pioneers went west across North America, cutting down forests and planting new crops.  

pioneer  US  verb [T]  
It was universities that pioneered these new industries.  

pioneering  US  adjective  
pioneering techniques  

 

novel (NEW)  US  adjective  
new and original, not like anything seen before:  
a novel idea/suggestion  
Keeping a sheep in the garden is a novel way of keeping the grass short!  
novelty  US  noun 
1 [U] the quality of being new and unusual:  

The novelty of these toys soon wore off and the children became bored with them.  

In Britain in the 1950s, television had a novelty value.  

2 [C] something which has not been experienced before and so is interesting:  

Tourists are still a novelty on this remote island.  

3 [C] a cheap unusual object such as a small toy, often given as a present:  

A Christmas cracker usually contains a paper hat, a joke and a novelty.  

 

smoulder UK, US smolder  US  verb [I]  
1 to burn slowly with smoke but without flames:  

a smouldering fire  

smouldering embers  

The fire was started by a smouldering cigarette.  

2 If a problem or unpleasant situation smoulders, it continues to exist and may become worse at any 

time:  
The dispute is still smouldering, five years after the negotiations began.  

3 If a strong emotion smoulders, it exists, but is prevented from being expressed:  

She was smouldering with rage as she explained how her son had been killed.  

4 A person who smoulders has strong sexual or romantic feelings but does not express them:  

He gazed at her with smouldering eyes, wishing she wasn't married.  


