
Session Four material (Hard Disk Drive, 

 A.D.D. – Missing Out on Learning) 

Vocabulary 

 

analogy  noun [C or U]  
a comparison between things which have similar features, often used to help explain a principle or idea:  
He drew an analogy between the brain and a vast computer.  
It is sometimes easier to illustrate an abstract concept by analogy with (= by comparing it with) 

something concrete. 
analogous  adjective  

The experience of mystic trance is in a sense analogous to sleep or drunkenness.  
 

dense (THICK)  adjective 
1 thick; close together; difficult to go or see through:  

dense fog  

a dense forest  

The body was found hidden in dense undergrowth.  

a book with dense print (= with the words printed small and close together)  

2 INFORMAL stupid:  

We've got some really dense people in our class.  

densely  adverb  
England was once a densely wooded country (= a lot of trees grew close together there).  
Mexico City is one of the most densely populated cities in the world (= a lot of people live close 

together there).  
His books tend to be rather densely written (= contain a lot of information and ideas and are difficult 

to understand).  

density  US  noun [C or U] (ALSO denseness)  
the number of people or things in a place when compared with the size of the place:  
The area has a high/low population density.  
We were unable to move because of the density of the crowd.  

 

erode  US  verb [I or T]  
1 to rub or be rubbed away gradually:  

Wind and rain have eroded the statues into shapeless lumps of stone.  

The cliffs are eroding several feet a year.  

2 to slowly reduce or destroy:  

His behaviour over the last few months has eroded my confidence in his judgement.  

erosion  US  noun [U]  
soil/coastal erosion  

 

undue  US  adjective [before noun] FORMAL  
to a level which is more than is necessary, acceptable or reasonable:  
Such a high increase will impose an undue burden on the local tax payer.  
unduly  US  adverb  

There's no need to be unduly pessimistic about the situation.  
 
 

despondent  US  adjective  
unhappy and discouraged because you feel you are in a difficult situation:  
He became/grew increasingly despondent when she failed to return his phone calls.  
She started to feel despondent about ever finding a job.  
despondently  US  adverb  

"It's hopeless, " he said, shaking his head despondently.  
despondency  US  noun [U]  

A mood of despondency had set in.  
 

 

 



compulsion (DESIRE)  noun [C]  
a very strong or uncontrollable desire (to do something repeatedly):  
For many people, dieting is a compulsion.  
[+ to infinitive] I seem to have a constant compulsion to eat.  
compulsive  adjective 
1 doing something a lot and unable to stop doing it:  

a compulsive liar/thief/eater  

compulsive gambling  

a compulsive eating disorder  

2 describes a film, play, sports event, book, etc. that is so interesting or exciting that you do not want to 

stop watching or reading it:  

I always find programmes about hospitals compulsive viewing.  

Her latest book is compulsive reading/a compulsive read.  

compulsively  adverb  
too much and in a way that shows you are unable to stop:  
She exercises/cleans/works compulsively.  

compulsiveness  noun [U]  

 
 

impulse (DESIRE)  noun [C + to infinitive]  
a sudden strong desire to do something:  
I had this sudden impulse to shout out "Rubbish!" in the middle of her speech.  
on (an) impulse  

because you suddenly want to, although you haven't planned to:  
"I didn't know you were looking for some new shoes." "Oh, I wasn't - I just bought them on impulse."  

impulsive  adjective  
showing behaviour in which you do things suddenly without any planning and without considering the 

effects they may have:  
Don't be so impulsive - think before you act.  
an impulsive man/decision/gesture  

impulsively  adverb  
 
 

adolescent  noun [C]  
a young person who is developing into an adult  
adolescent  adjective 
1 being or relating to an adolescent:  

an adolescent boy  

adolescent concerns/traumas/problems  

2 describes an adult or an adult's behaviour that is silly and childish:  

adolescent humour/behaviour  

adolescence  noun [U]  
the period of time in a person's life when they are developing into an adult:  
a troubled adolescence  
yet another novel about the joys and sorrows of adolescence  

 

substantial (LARGE)  adjective  
large in size, value or importance:  
The findings show a substantial difference between the opinions of men and women.  
She inherited a substantial fortune from her grandmother.  
The first draft of his novel needed a substantial amount of rewriting.  
substantially  adverb  

The new rules will substantially (= to a large degree) change how we do things.  
 

obstacle  US  noun [C]  
something that blocks you so that movement, going forward or action are prevented or made more 

difficult:  
The biggest obstacle in our way was a tree trunk in the road.  
This decision has removed the last obstacle to the hostages' release.  
 


