
complicate  verb [T] 

1 to make something more difficult to deal with, do or understand: 

• It will only complicate the situation if we invite his old girlfriend as well. 
•The rescue operation has been complicated by bad weather.
•These new rules have complicated the tax system even further. 

2 If one illness complicates another illness, it makes the other illness worse: 

•The breathing problem has now been complicated by a chest infection. 

complicated adjective 

involving a lot of different parts, in a way that is difficult to understand: 

•complicated instructions
• I had to fill in this really complicated form.
•The rules are rather complicated to follow.
•The relationship is a bit complicated. He's my mother's cousin's daughter's child. 

complication noun 

1 [C or U] something which makes a situation more difficult, or when it does this:

•Dave couldn't find his passport at the airport and then there were further
•complications when Fiona lost her baggage.
• If any complications arise, let me know and I'll help. 

2 [C] an additional medical problem which makes it more difficult to treat an 
existing illness:

• If there are no complications, the doctor says that she'll be able to come home within two 
weeks. 

concur verb [I] FORMAL 

1 to agree with someone or have the same opinion as someone else:

•The new report concurs with previous findings.
•[+ that] The board concurred that the editor should have full control over editorial matters.
•[+ speech] "I think you're absolutely right, " concurred Chris. 

2 If two or more events concur, they happen at the same time. 
- noun [U] FORMAL: concurrence
when people, things or events concur 
- adjective: concurrent
happening or existing at the same time: 
The judge imposed concurrent sentences totaling 14 years for the attacks on the girls. 
- adverb: Concurrently
Her two dramas are being shown concurrently (= at the same time) by rival television stations. 
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confirm verb [T] 

to give certainty to a belief or an opinion which was previously not completely 
certain: 

•[+ question word] The smell of cigarette smoke confirmed what he had suspected: there had 
been a party in his absence.
•[+ (that)] Her announcement confirmed (that) she would be resigning as Prime Minister.
•The leader's speech was impressive and confirmed her faith in the party. 

confirmation noun [U] 
a statement or proof that something is true: 

•We are still awaiting confirmation of the exact number of casualties.
•Her confession was no surprise to him, - just the confirmation of a long-held suspicion. 

digress verb [I] 

to move away from the main subject you are writing or talking about and to write or 
talk about something else:

•But I digress. To get back to what I was saying, this poem reflects the poet's love of nature and 
his religious beliefs.
•The lecturer temporarily digressed from her subject to deal with a related theory. 

 - noun [C or U]:digression
Talking about money now would be a digression from the main purpose of this meeting. 

fragile  adjective 
easily damaged, broken or harmed: 

Be careful with that vase - it's very fragile.

•The assassination could do serious damage to the fragile peace agreement that was signed last  
month.
• I felt rather fragile (= weak) for a few days after the operation.
•HUMOROUS No breakfast for me, thanks - I'm feeling rather fragile (= ill, upset or tired) after 
last night's party. 

- noun [U]: fragility
The collapse of the bank is an ominous reminder of the fragility of the world's banking system. 

galore adjective [after noun] OLD-FASHIONED INFORMAL 

in great amounts or numbers:

•And for the sweet-toothed, this café has desserts galore. 
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genuine adjective

1 If something is genuine, it is real and exactly what it appears to be:

•genuine leather
• If it is a genuine Michelangelo drawing, it will sell for millions. 

2 If people or emotions are genuine, they are honest and sincere:

•He's a very genuine person.
•Machiko looked at me in genuine surprise - "Are you really going?" she said.

the genuine article INFORMAL 
a good and real example of a particular thing:

•Those cowboy boots sure look like the genuine article. 

- Adverb: genuinely 
really:
I'm genuinely sorry for what I said, I really am. 
- noun [U]: genuineness

impatient adjective 

1 easily annoyed by someone's mistakes or because you have to wait:

•He's a good teacher, but inclined to be a bit impatient with slow learners.
•You'd be hopeless looking after children - you're far too impatient!

2 wanting something to happen as soon as possible:

•He's got a lot of exciting ideas and he's impatient to get started.
•People are increasingly impatient for change in this country.

- adverb: impatiently
"Yes, you said that before, " she said, impatiently. 
We were waiting impatiently for the show to begin (= wanting it to start). 

novice  noun [C]

1 a person who is not experienced in a job or situation:

• I've never driven a car before - I'm a complete novice.
•This is quite a difficult plant for novice gardeners to grow. 

2 a person who is still training to be a monk or a nun 
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mitigate verb [T] FORMAL 
to make something less harmful, unpleasant or bad:

• It is unclear how to mitigate the effects of tourism on the island.
 

mitigating  adjective

1 FORMAL making something less harmful, unpleasant or bad:

•Are there any mitigating circumstances/factors which might help explain her appalling 
behaviour?
•Compare unmitigated. 

2 LEGAL causing you to judge a crime to be less serious or to make the punishment 
less severe:

•The jury must take into account any mitigating circumstances presented by the defense, such as 
previous good character.

mitigation noun [U] FORMAL 

• 'I was very young at the time, ' he said in mitigation. 

original adjective MAINLY APPROVING 
not the same as anything or anyone else and therefore special and interesting:

•original ideas/suggestions/work
•She's a highly original young designer. 
 

 - noun [U] MAINLY APPROVING: originality
We were impressed by the originality of the children's work. 

suffice  verb [I] FORMAL 
to be enough:

• I'm taking four hundred pounds' worth of travellers' cheques - I think that should suffice.

suffice (it) to say 
it is enough to say: 

•Suffice (it) to say, Mike won't be going to Tina's birthday party after what he said about her to 
her boss. 

dissertation  noun [C] 
a long piece of writing on a particular subject, especially one that is done as a part 
of a course at college or university:

•Ann did her dissertation on Baudelaire. 
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anthology  noun [C] 
a collection of artistic works which have a similar form or subject, often those 
considered to be the best:

•an anthology of modern quotations/American verse
•This Bob Dylan anthology includes some rare recordings of his best songs. 
 

  - noun [C]: anthologist

colloquy  noun [C] FORMAL 
a formal conversation 

eschew  verb [T] FORMAL 
to avoid something intentionally, or to give something up:

•We won't have discussions with this group unless they eschew violence. 

iridescent  adjective 
showing many bright colours which change with movement:

•Her latest fashion collection features shimmering iridescent materials. 

  - noun [U]: iridescence

brazen  adjective 
obvious, without any attempt to be hidden:

•There were instances of brazen cheating in the exams.
•He told me a brazen lie. 

- adverb: brazenly  

enfranchise  verb [T] FORMAL 
to give a person or group of people the right to vote in elections:

•Women in Britain were first enfranchised in 1918.
 

- noun [U] FORMAL: enfranchisement  

expostulate  verb [I] FORMAL 
to express disagreement or complaint:

•Walter expostulated with the waiter about the size of the bill. 

- noun [C or U] FORMAL: expostulation 
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obese  adjective 
extremely fat 

- noun [U]: obesity  
A diet that is high in fat can lead to obesity. 

crass  adjective 

without consideration for how other people might feel; stupid:

•a crass remark
•crass behaviour/ignorance
•a crass error of judgment
•He made crass comments about her worn-out clothes.

 - adverb: crassly
 - noun [U]: crassness
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