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Part A 
abrupt (SUDDEN)  adjective  

describes something that is sudden and unexpected, and often unpleasant:  
an abrupt change/movement  
Our conversation came to an abrupt end when George burst into the room.  
The road ended in an abrupt (= sudden and very steep) slope down to the sea.  
abruptly  adverb  

The talks ended abruptly when one of the delegations walked out in protest.  
abruptness  noun [U]  

 

adequate  adjective  
enough or satisfactory for a particular purpose:  
Have we got adequate food for twenty guests?  
I didn't have adequate time to prepare.  
It's not by any means a brilliant salary but it's adequate for our needs.  
The council's provision for the elderly is barely adequate (= is not enough).  
[+ to infinitive] Will future oil supplies be adequate to meet world needs?  
NOTE: The opposite is inadequate.  
adequately  adverb  

While some patients can be adequately cared for at home, others are best served by 

care in a hospital.  
adequacy  noun [U]  

The adequacy of public health care has been brought into question.  
 

alien  adjective 
1 coming from a different country, race, or group; foreign:  

an alien culture  

2 strange and not familiar:  

When I first went to New York, it all felt very alien to me.  

3 [before noun] relating to creatures from another planet:  

an alien spacecraft  

alien  noun [C] 
1 LEGAL a foreigner, usually someone who lives in a country of which they are not a legal 

citizen:  

When war broke out the government rounded up thousands of aliens and put them in 

temporary camps.  

2 a creature from a different world  

 

attain  verb [T] FORMAL  
to reach or succeed in getting something; to achieve:  
He has attained the highest grade in his music exams.  
We need to identify the best ways of attaining our objectives/goals.  
India attained independence in 1947, after decades of struggle.  
attainable  adjective FORMAL  

possible to achieve:  
We must ensure that we do not set ourselves goals that are not attainable.  

attainment  noun 
1 [U] FORMAL when you achieve something:  

the attainment of a goal  
attainment targets  

2 [C usually plural] UK FORMAL Someone's attainments are the things they have done and 

the skills they have learned.  
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calamity  US  noun [C]  
a serious accident or bad event causing damage or suffering:  
A series of calamities ruined them - floods, a failed harvest and the death of a son.  
calamitous  US  adjective  

calamitously  US  adverb  

 

cleft  noun [C]  
an opening or crack, especially in a rock or the ground:  
Eagles often nest in a cleft in the rocks.  

 

console (COMFORT)  US  verb [T]  
to make someone who is sad or disappointed feel better by giving them comfort or 

sympathy:  
He tried to console her, but she kept saying it was all her own fault.  
I tried to console her with a box of chocolates.  
I was consoling Liz on having broken up with her boyfriend.  
consolation  US  noun [C or U]  

If it's (of) any consolation (to you), you're not the only one he was rude to.  
I didn't know what to say - I just offered a few words of consolation.  

consolatory  US  adjective FORMAL  
a consolatory remark  

 

decompose  US  verb [I or T]  
1 to decay, or to cause something to decay:  

The body must have been decomposing for several weeks.  

2 SPECIALIZED to break, or to break something, into smaller parts:  

Microbes decompose organic waste into a mixture of methane and carbon dioxide.  

decomposition  US  noun [U]  
The corpse was in an advanced stage of decomposition.  

 

edifice  noun [C] 
1 FORMAL a large building, especially a splendid one:  

The town hall is the only edifice surviving from the fifteenth century.  

2 a system which has been established for a long time:  

It looks as if the whole political edifice of the country is about to collapse.  

 

elapse  verb [I] FORMAL  
If time elapses, it goes past:  
Four years had elapsed since he left college and still he hadn't found a job.  

 

fickle  adjective DISAPPROVING 
1 likely to change your opinion or your feelings suddenly and without a good reason:  

She's so fickle - she's never been interested in the same man for more than a week!  

The world of popular music is notoriously fickle.  
2 describes conditions that tend to change suddenly and without warning:  

Fickle winds made sailing conditions difficult.  



3 Gathered by: Reza Takhshid 

 

fickleness  noun [U]  

 

frustrate (DISCOURAGE)  verb [T]  
to make someone feel annoyed or discouraged because they cannot achieve want they 

want:  
It frustrates me that I'm not able to put any of my ideas into practice.  
frustrated  US  adjective  

Are you feeling frustrated in your present job?  
frustrating  US  adjective  

making you feel frustrated:  
He doesn't listen to what I say and it's so frustrating.  

frustration  noun [C or U]  
I could sense his frustration at not being able to help.  
This job has more than its fair share of frustrations (= problems that make me feel 

frustrated).  
 

gaunt  US  adjective 
1 very thin, especially because of illness or hunger:  

Her face was gaunt and grey.  

2 LITERARY bare and unattractive:  

The house looked gaunt and unwelcoming.  

gauntness  US  noun [U]  

 

haughty  US  adjective DISAPPROVING  
unfriendly and seeming to consider yourself better than other people:  
She has a rather haughty manner.  
haughtily  US  adverb  

haughtiness  US  noun [U]  

 

imperative (URGENT)  US  adjective  
extremely important or urgent; needing to be done or given attention immediately:  
[+ that] The president said it was imperative that the release of all hostages be secured.  
[+ to infinitive] It's imperative to act now before the problem gets really serious.  
imperative  US  noun [C]  

Getting the unemployed back to work, said the minister, is a moral imperative.  
 

jurisdiction  US  noun [U]  
the authority of an official organization to make and deal with especially legal decisions:  
The court has no jurisdiction in/over cases of this kind.  
School admissions are not under/within our jurisdiction.  

 

ruthless  adjective  
without thinking or caring about any pain caused to others; cruel:  
ruthless ambition  
a ruthless dictator  
Some people believe that to succeed in this world you have to be ruthless.  
ruthlessly  adverb  

ruthlessness  noun [U]  
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intervene (GET INVOLVED)  US  verb [I]  
to intentionally become involved in a difficult situation in order to improve it or prevent it 

from getting worse:  
The Central Bank intervened in the currency markets today to try to stabilize the 

exchange rate.  
[+ to infinitive] The Minister intervened personally to stop the museum being closed.  
intervention  US  noun [C or U]  

Half the people questioned said they were opposed to military intervention (in the civil 

war).  
Repeated interventions on the currency markets have failed to prevent the value of the 

currency falling.  
interventionist  US  adjective  

(of a government or their actions) tending to become involved, either in the problems of 

another country, or in the economy of one's own country:  
an interventionist role  
interventionist economic policy  

interventionism  US  noun [U]  
UN interventionism  

 

Part B 
hoary  US  adjective 

1 OLD-FASHIONED very old and familiar and therefore not interesting or amusing:  

He told a few hoary old jokes and nobody laughed.  

2 LITERARY (of a person) very old and white- or grey-haired  

 

elegant  adjective 
1 graceful and attractive in appearance or behaviour:  

an elegant woman  

a very elegant suit  

an elegant dining room  

2 describes an idea, plan or solution that is clever but simple, and therefore attractive  

elegantly  adverb  
elegantly dressed  

elegance  noun [U]  
It was her natural elegance that struck me.  
the elegance of her clothes  

 

paramount  US  adjective FORMAL  
more important than anything else:  
There are many priorities, but reducing the budget deficit is paramount/is of paramount 

importance.  
 

legacy  noun [C] 
1 money or property that you receive from someone after they die:  

An elderly cousin had left her a small legacy.  

2 something that is a part of your history or which stays from an earlier time:  

The Greeks have a rich legacy of literature.  
The war has left a legacy of hatred.  
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dimension  noun 
1 [C often plural] a measurement of something in a particular direction, especially its 

height, length or width:  

Please specify the dimensions (= the height, length and width) of the room.  

a building of vast dimensions (= size)  

2 [C] a part or feature or way of considering something:  

His personality has several dimensions.  

These weapons add a new dimension to modern warfare.  

There is a spiritual dimension to her poetry.  

-dimensional  suffix  
a three-dimensional (= having three measurements in different directions) figure  

 

primitive  US  adjective 
1 relating to human society at a very early stage of development, with people living in a 

simple way without machines or a writing system:  

Primitive races colonized these islands 2000 years ago.  

primitive man  

The spiny anteater is a mammal, although a very primitive one.  

2 DISAPPROVING describes living conditions that are basic, unpleasant and uncomfortable:  

Early settlers had to cope with very primitive living conditions.  

 

Part C 
allegiance  noun [C or U] FORMAL  

loyalty and support for a ruler, country, group or belief:  
Soldiers must swear allegiance to the Crown/the King.  
In many American schools, the students pledge allegiance (to the flag) at the beginning 

of the school day.  
As an Englishman who'd lived for a long time in France, he felt a certain conflict of 

allegiances when the two countries played soccer.  

 

ally  noun [C] 
1 a country that has agreed officially to give help and support to another one, especially 

during a war:  

North Korea is one of China's staunchest allies.  

During World War One, Turkey and Germany were allies/Turkey was an ally of Germany.  

2 someone who helps and supports someone else:  

He is generally considered to be the Prime Minister's closest political ally.  

alliance  noun [C] 
1 a group of countries, political parties or people who have agreed to work together 

because of shared interests or aims:  

a military alliance  

NATO is sometimes called the Atlantic Alliance.  

2 an agreement to work with someone else to try to achieve the same thing:  

The three smaller parties have forged/formed an alliance against the government.  

Some of us feel that the union is in alliance with management against us.  
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deliver (SAVE)  US  verb [T] FORMAL  
to save someone from a painful or bad experience:  
Is there nothing that can be done to deliver these starving people from their suffering?  
deliverance  US  noun [U] FORMAL  

We pray for deliverance from our sins.  
deliverer  US  noun [C] FORMAL  

Moses was the deliverer of the Israelites from Egypt.  

 

deliver (TAKE)  US  verb [T]  
to take goods, letters, parcels etc. to people's houses or places of work:  
Mail is delivered to our office twice a day.  
The shop is delivering our new bed on Thursday.  
delivery  US  noun [C or U]  

We get two deliveries of mail (= it is delivered twice) a day.  
You can pay for the carpet on delivery (= when it is delivered).  
We expect to take delivery of (= receive) our new car next week.  
a delivery van  

 

axis  noun [C] plural axes 
1 a real or imaginary straight line which goes through the centre of a spinning object, or a 

line which divides a symmetrical shape into two equal halves, or a line on a graph used 

to show the position of a point:  

The Earth revolves about the axis which joins the North and South Poles.  

The diameter of a circle is also an axis.  

Plot distance on the vertical Y-axis against time on the horizontal X-axis.  

2 an agreement between governments or politicians to work together to achieve a 

particular aim:  

the Franco-German axis  

 

axle  noun [C]  
a bar connected to the centre of a circular object such as a wheel which allows or causes it 

to turn, especially one connecting two wheels of a vehicle  
 

humane  adjective  
showing kindness, care and sympathy towards others, especially those who are suffering:  
The humane way of dealing with a suffering animal (= the way that causes the least pain) 

is to kill it quickly.  
NOTE: The opposite is inhumane.  
humanely  adverb  

I don't support the death penalty, but if people are to be executed, it should be done 

humanely.  
humanity  US  noun [U]  

If only he would show/display a little humanity (= understanding and kindness 

towards other people) for once.  
See also humanity at human.  
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human  adjective  
of or typical of people:  
The human body is composed of about 60% water.  
Early human remains were found in the Dordogne region of France.  
Victory in the war was achieved at the cost of great human suffering.  
The inspector declared the meat fit for human consumption (= in good enough condition 

for people to eat).  
Of course I make mistakes, I'm only human (= I am not perfect).  
The fault was due to human error (= a person making a mistake).  
human ('being) noun [C]  

a man, woman or child:  
The greatest damage being done to our planet today is that being done by humans.  

humanity  US  noun [U]  
people in general:  
The massacre was a crime against humanity.  
See also humanity at humane; (the) humanities.  

humanize, UK USUALLY humanise  verb [T]  
Steps are being taken to humanize the prison (= to make it less unpleasant and more 

suitable for people).  

humanization, UK USUALLY humanisation  noun [U]  

humanly  adverb  
humanly possible able to be done by people:  
Rescuers are doing everything that is humanly possible to free the trapped people.  

 

deflate (MAKE SMALLER)  verb  
1 [I or T] If something which has air or gas inside it deflates, or is deflated, it becomes 

smaller because it loses the air or gas:  

to deflate a balloon/tyre  

2 [T often passive] to cause something to become weaker:  

The party's ambitions have been rather deflated by the two recent by-election defeats.  

3 [T often passive] to make someone lose confidence or feel less important:  

They were totally deflated by losing the match.  

deflated  US  adjective  
feeling less confident and positive than before:  
Her criticism left me feeling a bit deflated.  

 

inflate (FILL WITH AIR)  verb [I or T]  
to cause to increase in size by filling with air:  
He inflated the balloons with helium.  
We watch the hot-air balloon slowly inflate.  
inflatable  US  adjective  

able to be inflated:  
inflatable pillows/mattresses  

inflatable  US  noun [C]  
a boat or something similar which must be filled with air in order to float on the water  
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industrious  adjective  
having the characteristic of regularly working hard:  
an industrious worker  
She's extremely competent and industrious.  
industriously  adverb  

Marco was working industriously at his desk.  
industriousness  noun [U]  

industry  noun [U] FORMAL  
the quality of regularly working hard  
See also industry (PRODUCTION).  

 

 

industry (PRODUCTION)  noun [U]  
the companies and activities involved in the process of producing goods for sale, especially 

in a factory or special area:  
trade and industry  
industry and commerce  
The city needs to attract more industry.  
The strike seriously reduced coal deliveries to industry.  
See also industry at industrious.  
industrial  adjective  

in or related to industry, or having a lot of industry and factories, etc:  
industrial output  
industrial expansion  
an industrial city/country/landscape/nation  
He has an industrial background (= He has worked in industry).  

industrial  noun [C] SPECIALIZED  
a company whose main business is producing goods, or a share in such a company when 

it is traded on the stock market:  
He owns a series of industrials across the US and beyond.  
Industrials were up 1.2% at the close of trading.  

industrially  adverb  

industrialism  noun [U]  
the idea or state of having a country's economy, society or political system based on 

industry  
industrialist  noun [C]  

an owner or an employee in a high position in industry  

industrialize, UK USUALLY industrialise  verb [I or T]  
to develop industry:  
It was the first country to industrialize.  

industrialized, UK USUALLY industrialised  adjective  
having developed a lot of industry:  
industrialized nations/countries  

industrialization, UK USUALLY industrialisation  noun [U]  
the process of developing industries in a country  
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Part D 
bear with sb phrasal verb  

to be patient and wait while someone does something:  
If you'll just bear with me for a moment, I'll find you a copy of the drawings.  

 

clamber  US  verb [I usually + adverb or preposition]  
to climb up, across or into somewhere with difficulty, using the hands and the feet:  
They clambered over/up the rocks.  
I clambered into/onto the bus.  
She clambered into bed.  
clamber  US  noun [C usually singular]  

I was worn out after my clamber up the hillside.  
 

conspire  US  verb [I]  
to plan secretly with other people to do something bad, illegal or against someone's 

wishes:  
[+ to infinitive] He felt that his colleagues were conspiring together to remove him from 

his job.  
As girls, the sisters used to conspire with each other against their brother.  

 

decade   noun [C]  
a period of ten years, especially a period such as 1860 to 1869, or 1990 to 1999  

 

decree  noun [C or U] FORMAL  
an official statement that something must happen:  
The decree stopped short of a full declaration of independence.  
More than 200 people were freed by military decree.  
decree  verb [T]  

They decreed an end to discrimination on grounds of age.  
[+ that] The local council has decreed that the hospital should close.  

 

fortitude  US  noun [U] FORMAL  
bravery over a long period:  
I thought she showed remarkable fortitude during that period.  

 

levy  noun [C]  
an amount of money, such as a tax, that you have to pay to a government or 

organization:  
They imposed a 5% levy on alcohol.  
levy  verb [T]  

A new tax was levied on consumers of luxury goods.  
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lurk  US  verb  
1 [I usually + adverb or preposition] to wait or move in a secret way so that you cannot 

be seen, especially because you are about to attack someone or do something wrong:  

Someone was lurking in the shadows.  

Why are you lurking about in the corridor?  

2 [I usually + adverb or preposition] (of an unpleasant feeling or quality) to exist although 

it is not always noticeable:  

Danger lurks around every corner.  

It seems that old prejudices are still lurking beneath the surface.  

3 [I] INFORMAL to enter a chat room (= an address on the Internet where people can talk to 

each other using email) and read other people's messages without allowing them to know 

you are present  

lurking  US  adjective  

I have some lurking doubts (= doubts which will not go completely away) about 

whether Simon is really capable of doing this job.  

She said she had a lurking suspicion (= she had a very slight feeling) that he wasn't 

telling the truth.  
 

concern (WORRY)  US  verb [T]  
to cause anxiety to someone:  
The state of my father's health concerns us greatly.  
[+ that] It concerns me that he hasn't been in contact.  
concern  US  noun [C or U]  
1 a feeling of worry or nervousness, or something that worries you:  

Concern for the safety of the two missing teenagers is growing.  

There's a lot of public concern about/over dangerous toxins recently found in food.  

[+ that] My concern is that you're not getting enough work done.  

2 something that is important to you, or when something is important:  

[+ to infinitive] His concern to appear sophisticated amused everyone.  

The company's sole concern is to ensure the safety of its employees.  

There's a matter of some concern that I have to discuss with you.  

concerned  US  adjective  
worried:  
I'm a bit concerned about/for your health.  
[+ (that)] Aren't you concerned (that) she might tell someone?  
[+ to infinitive] He was concerned to hear that two of his trusted workers were leaving.  
Concerned parents have complained about the dangerous playground.  

concernedly  US  adverb  
"Are you sure you're all right?" she asked concernedly.  

 

modify (CHANGE)  US  verb [T]  
to change something such as a plan, opinion, law or way of behaviour slightly, usually to 

improve it or make it more acceptable:  
Instead of simply punishing them, the system encourages offenders to modify their 

behaviour.  
The proposals were unpopular and were only accepted in a modified form.  
modification  US  noun [C or U]  

Modification of the engine to run on lead-free fuel is fairly simple.  
A couple of modifications and the speech will be perfect.  
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oppress (RULE)  verb [T often passive]  
to govern people in an unfair and cruel way and prevent them from having opportunities 

and freedom:  
For years now, the people have been oppressed by a ruthless dictator.  
oppressed  adjective  

oppressed minorities  
the poor and the oppressed  

oppression  noun [U]  
when people are governed in an unfair and cruel way and prevented from having 

opportunities and freedom:  
Every human being has the right to freedom from oppression.  
War, famine and oppression have forced people in the region to flee from their homes.  
the oppression of women  

oppressive  adjective  
cruel and unfair:  
an oppressive government/military regime  

oppressively  adverb  

oppressiveness  noun [U]  

oppressor  US  noun [C]  
someone who treats people in an unfair and cruel way and prevents them from having 

opportunities and freedom:  
Sisters, we must rise up and defeat our oppressors.  

 

ponder  US  verb [I or T] FORMAL  
to think carefully about something, especially for a noticeable length of time:  
She sat back for a minute to ponder her next move in the game.  
[+ question word] Journalists pondered why the leading goal-scorer of the World Cup had 

not scored all season.  
 

blend  verb [I or T]  
to mix or combine together:  
Blend the ingredients into a smooth paste.  
The cushions blend well with the colour of the carpet.  
blend  noun [C]  

a mixture of different things or styles:  
a rich blend of the finest coffee beans  
Their music is a blend of jazz and African rhythms.  

blended  adjective  
describes a drink which contains two or more different types of the same product:  
blended whisky  

blender  US  noun [C]  
an electric machine used in the kitchen for breaking down foods or making smooth liquid 

substances from soft foods and liquids  
 

fracas  US  noun [S]  
a noisy argument or fight:  
He was injured in a Saturday-night fracas outside a disco.  
The Prime Minister has joined the fracas over the proposed changes to the health service.  
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tower (BE TALL)  US  verb [I usually + adverb or preposition]  
to be very tall or large, usually in an impressive way:  
We turned the corner and there was the cathedral, towering in front of us.  
See also tower above/over.  
towering  US  adjective 
1 LITERARY very high and impressive:  

the towering walls of the Acropolis  

2 very great:  

a towering figure in the British art world  

Laurence Olivier's Othello was a towering performance.  

 

recoil (FEAR/DISGUST)  verb [I]  
1 to move back because of fear or disgust:  

He leant forward to kiss her and she recoiled in horror.  

I recoiled from the smell and the filth.  

2 to refuse to accept an idea or principle, feeling strong disgust or disapproval:  

She wondered how it would be to touch him and recoiled at the thought.  

 

unique  adjective  
being the only existing one of its type or, more generally, unusual or special in some way:  
Each person's genetic code is unique except in the case of identical twins.  
I'd recognise your handwriting anywhere - it's unique.  
Do not miss this unique opportunity to buy all six pans at half the recommended price.  
As many as 100 species of fish, some unique to (= only found in) these waters, may have 

been affected by the pollution.  
uniquely  adverb  

uniqueness  noun [U]  

 


