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Review 4 Vocabulary 

Part A 

abandon (LEAVE)  verb [T]  
to leave a place, thing or person forever:  
We had to abandon the car.  
By the time the rebel troops arrived, the village had already been abandoned.  
As a baby he'd been abandoned by his mother.  
We were sinking fast, and the captain gave the order to abandon ship.  
abandoned  adjective  

An abandoned baby was found in a box on the hospital steps.  
abandonment  noun [U]  

The abandonment of the island followed nuclear tests in the area.  
 

achieve  verb [T]  
to succeed in finishing something or reaching an aim, especially after a lot of work or 

effort:  
The government's training policy, he claimed, was achieving its objectives.  
She finally achieved her ambition to visit South America.  
I've been working all day, but I feel as if I've achieved nothing.  
See also underachieve.  
achievable  adjective  

describes a task, etc. that is possible to achieve:  
Before you set your targets, make sure that they are achievable.  

achiever  US  noun  
1 high/low achiever a person who achieves more/less than the average:  

Not enough attention is given to the low achievers in the class.  

2 under achiever someone who is less successful than they should be at school or at 

work  

achievement  noun [C or U]  
something very good and difficult that you have succeeded in doing:  
Whichever way you look at it, an Olympic silver medal is a remarkable achievement for 

one so young.  
The Tale of Genji has been described as the greatest achievement of Japanese literature.  
It gives you a sense of achievement if you actually make it to the end of a very long 

book.  
 

acute (EXTREME)  adjective 
1 If a bad situation is acute, it causes severe problems or damage:  

She felt acute embarrassment/anxiety/concern at his behaviour.  

The problem of poverty is particularly acute in rural areas.  

2 An acute pain or illness is one that quickly becomes very severe:  

acute abdominal pains  

an acute attack of appendicitis  

acutely  adverb  
completely or extremely:  
Management is acutely aware of the resentment that their decision may cause.  
Another scandal would be acutely embarrassing for the government.  

acuteness  noun [U]  

 



2 Gathered By: Reza Takhshid                       (Definitions from: Cambridge Advanced Learner Dictionary) 

 

 

 

agitate (ARGUE)  verb [I]  
to argue energetically, especially in public, in order to achieve a particular type of change:  
The unions continue to agitate for higher pay.  
As a young man, he had agitated against the Vietnam war.  
agitation  noun [U]  

The anti-war agitation is beginning to worry the government.  
agitator  US  noun [C]  

It is thought that the strike was the work of undercover political agitators.  
 

agitate (MAKE ANXIOUS)  verb [T]  
to make someone feel anxious and not calm:  
I didn't want to agitate her by telling her.  
agitated  US  adjective  

She became very agitated when her son failed to return home.  
agitation  noun [U]  

anxiety:  
He arrived home in a state of agitation.  

 

anticipate  verb [T]  
to imagine or expect that something will happen, sometimes taking action in preparation 

for it happening:  
We don't anticipate any trouble.  
We had one or two difficulties along the way that we didn't anticipate.  
Are you anticipating a lot of people at the party tonight?  
[+ ing form of verb] They anticipate having several applicants for the job.  
[+ that] They anticipate that they will have several applicants for the job  
It's always best to anticipate a problem before it arises.  
[+ question word] At this stage we can't really anticipate what will happen.  
The anticipated inflation figure is lower than last month's.  
The army anticipated (= took action in preparation for) the explosion by evacuating the 

town.  
anticipation  noun [U] 
1 a feeling of excitement about something that is going to happen in the near future:  

As with most pleasures, it's not so much the experience itself as the anticipation that is 

enjoyable.  

The postponement of the film's sequel has held cinema-goers in eager anticipation for 

several months.  

2 in anticipation (of) in preparation for something happening:  

She's even decorated the spare room in anticipation of your visit.  

 

beseech  verb [T] beseeched or besought, beseeched or besought OLD USE  
to ask for something in an anxious way that shows you need it very much; beg:  
Stay a little longer, I beseech you!  

 

cardinal (IMPORTANT)  US  adjective [before noun]  
of great importance; main:  
a cardinal rule/error/sin  
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benefit  noun [C or U]  
1 a helpful or good effect, or something intended to help:  

The discovery of oil brought many benefits to the town.  

One of the many benefits of foreign travel is learning how to cope with the unexpected.  

He's had the benefit of an expensive education and yet he continues to work as a waiter.  

I didn't get/derive (much) benefit from school.  

With the benefit of hindsight (= Helped by the knowledge since learned) it is easy for us 

to see where we went wrong.  

SLIGHTLY FORMAL She drinks a lot less now, to the benefit of (= resulting in an 

improvement in) her health as a whole.  

2 the money given by the government to people who need financial help, for example 

because they cannot find a job:  

MAINLY UK unemployment benefit  

I'm on benefit at the moment.  

give sb the benefit of the doubt  
to believe something good about someone, rather than something bad, when you have 

the possibility of doing either:  
I didn't know whether his story was true or not, but I decided to give him the benefit of 

the doubt.  
benefit  verb [I or T] -t-  

to be helped by something or to help someone:  
I feel that I have benefited greatly from her wisdom.  
How can we benefit those who most need our help?  

beneficial  adjective  
The improvement in sales figures had a beneficial (= helpful or good) effect/influence 

on the company as a whole.  
A stay in the country will be beneficial to his health.  

 

comprehend  US  verb [I or T; not continuous] SLIGHTLY 

FORMAL  
to understand something completely:  
I fail to comprehend their attitude.  
He doesn't seem to comprehend the scale of the problem  
[+ question word] I'll never comprehend why she did what she did.  
[+ that] I don't think he fully comprehends that she won't be here to help him.  
comprehensible  US  adjective  

able to be understood:  
It's written in clear, comprehensible English.  
Her writing is barely comprehensible to me.  
NOTE: The opposite is incomprehensible.  

comprehensibly  US  adverb  

comprehensibility  US  noun 
[U]  

comprehension  US  noun 
1 [U] the ability to understand completely and be aware of a situation, facts, etc:  

He has no comprehension of the size of the problem.  

How she manages to fit so much into a working day is beyond my comprehension (= I 

cannot understand it).  

2 [C or U] UK a test to find out how well students understand written or spoken language:  

a listening/reading comprehension  
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display (SHOW)  verb [T]  
to show a feeling:  
The British traditionally tend not to display much emotion in public.  
display  noun [C or U]  

There's never much (of a) display of affection between them.  
 

display (ARRANGE)  verb [T]  
to arrange something or a collection of things so that they can be seen by the public:  
Family photographs were displayed on the wall.  
display  noun 
1 [C or U] a collection of objects or pictures arranged for people to look at, or a 

performance or show for people to watch:  

There's an Egyptian art collection on display (= being shown) at the museum at the 

moment.  

a firework display  

2 [C] when something is shown electronically such as on a computer screen:  

The display problems might be due to a shortage of disk space.  

 

downright  adjective [before noun], adverb INFORMAL  
(especially of something bad) extremely or very great:  
She's being downright difficult and obstructive.  
I think the way she's been treated is a downright disgrace.  
These working conditions are unhealthy, if not downright (= and probably extremely) 

dangerous.  
 

dubious  US  adjective 
1 thought not to be completely true or not able to be trusted:  

These claims are dubious and not scientifically proven.  

He has been associated with some dubious characters.  

Ruth Ellis has the dubious (= bad) distinction of being the last woman to be hanged in 

Britain.  

2 feeling doubt or uncertainty:  

I'm dubious about his promises to change his ways.  

dubiously  US  adverb  

 

generate  US  verb [T]  
1 to cause something to exist:  

Her latest film has generated a lot of interest/excitement.  

The new development will generate 1500 new jobs.  

These measures will increase the club's ability to generate revenue/income.  

2 to produce energy in a particular form:  

The wind farm may be able to generate enough electricity/power for 2000 homes.  

generation  noun [U]  
electricity generation from wind and wave power  
See also generation.  

generative  US  adjective SPECIALIZED  
able to produce or create something:  
the generative power of the mind  

generator  US  noun [C]  
a machine which produces something, especially electricity  

 

 



5 Gathered By: Reza Takhshid                       (Definitions from: Cambridge Advanced Learner Dictionary) 

 

fruit (RESULT)  noun  
the fruit/fruits of sth the pleasant or successful result of work or actions:  
This book is the fruit of 15 years' research.  
It's been hard work, but now the business is running smoothly you can sit back and enjoy 

the fruits of your labours.  
fruitful  adjective  
1 FORMAL producing good results:  

It was a most fruitful discussion, with both sides agreeing to adopt a common policy.  

NOTE: The opposite is fruitless.  

2 OLD USE If a person is fruitful, they produce a lot of children.  

fruitfully  adverb  

fruitfulness  noun [U]  

fruition  noun [U] FORMAL  
when a plan or an idea begins to happen, exist or be successful:  
None of his grand plans for a TV series ever came to fruition.  

fruitless  adjective  
If an action or attempt to do something is fruitless, it is unsuccessful or produces 

nothing of value:  
All diplomatic attempts at a peaceful solution to the crisis have been fruitless.  
NOTE: The opposite is fruitful.  

fruitlessly  adverb  

fruitlessness  noun [U]  

 

hallowed  US  adjective 
1 very respected and praised because of great importance or great age:  

hallowed icons such as Marilyn Monroe and James Dean  

2 holy:  

Can atheists be buried in hallowed ground?  

 

magnify  verb [T]  
1 to make something look larger than it is, especially by looking at it through a specially 

cut piece of glass:  

Although our skin looks smooth, when magnified it is full of bumps and holes.  

2 DISAPPROVING to make a problem bigger and more important than it really is:  

The hot summer magnified the racial tensions in the community.  

magnification  noun [U]  
the process of making something look bigger than it is, for example by using a 

magnifying glass:  
Magnification of the leaf allows us to see it in detail.  
These binoculars have x10 magnification (= they magnify 10 times).  

 

material (IMPORTANT)  US  adjective FORMAL  
important or having an important effect:  
If you have any information that is material to the investigation, you should state it now.  
materially  US  adverb FORMAL  

Even if mistakes were made in the counting, they wouldn't have materially affected the 

results (= affected them in an important way).  
See also materially at material (PHYSICAL SUBSTANCE).  
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mellow (SMOOTH)  US  adjective  
smooth, soft or developed; not too sharp, bright, new or rough:  
mellow flavours  
mellow sounds  
mellow autumn sunlight  
mellow  US  verb [I]  

to become softer and more developed in a pleasing way:  
The brickwork will mellow over the years so that it blends with the surroundings.  

 

mellow (RELAXED)  US  adjective  
relaxed and pleasant or not severe:  
a mellow mood/atmosphere  
After a few drinks, he became very mellow.  
mellow  US  verb [I or T]  

She used to be very impatient, but she's mellowed over time.  
The years have mellowed her.  
US INFORMAL Oh don't be so tough on yourself, Bill - mellow out (= become more relaxed 

and less severe).  
 

taint  verb [T]  
to spoil something, especially food or blood, by adding a harmful substance, or to spoil 

people's opinion of someone:  
His reputation was permanently tainted by the financial scandal.  
taint  noun [C usually singular; U]  

The enquiry cleared him of any taint of suspicion/dishonesty.  
 

prohibit  verb  
1 [T often passive] to officially forbid something:  

Motor vehicles are prohibited from driving in the town centre.  

The government introduced a law prohibiting tobacco advertisements on TV.  

Parking is strictly prohibited between these gates.  

2 [T] to prevent a particular activity by making it impossible:  

The loudness of the music prohibits serious conversation in most nightclubs.  

prohibition  US  noun [C or U] 
1 when something is officially forbidden, or an order forbidding something:  

London Transport has announced a prohibition on smoking on buses.  

The environmental group is demanding a complete prohibition against the hunting of 

whales.  

It's my feeling that the money spent on drug prohibition would be better spent on 

information and education.  

2 Prohibition the period from 1920 to 1933 when the production and sale of alcohol was 

forbidden in the US  

 

Part B 

drastic  adjective  
(especially of actions) severe and sudden or having very noticeable effects:  
drastic measures  
Many employees have had to take drastic cuts in pay.  
drastically  adverb  

Our budget has been drastically reduced.  
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legislation  noun [U]  
a law or set of laws suggested by a government and made official by a parliament:  
[+ to infinitive] The government has promised to introduce legislation to limit fuel 

emissions from cars.  

 

enact (MAKE LAW)  verb [T often passive] SPECIALIZED  
to put something into action, especially to change something into a law:  
A package of economic sanctions is to be enacted against the country.  
enactment  noun [C or U] SPECIALIZED  

 

prominent  US  adjective 
1 very well known and important:  

a prominent Democrat  

a prominent member of the Saudi royal family  

The government should be playing a more prominent role in promoting human rights.  

2 sticking out from a surface:  

She has a rather prominent chin/nose.  

3 describes something that is in a position in which it is easily seen:  

New books are displayed in a prominent position on tables at the front of the shop.  

prominently  US  adverb  
A photograph of her daughter was prominently displayed (= in a position where it could 

be seen) on her desk.  
prominence  US  noun [U]  

Most of the papers give prominence to (= put in a noticeable position) the same story 

this morning.  
It's the first time that a lawyer of such prominence (= fame and importance) has been 

given the freedom to air his views on TV.  
Elton was one of the comedians who came to/rose to/gained prominence (= became 

famous) in the 1980s.  

 

bacteria  US  plural of bacterium  

bacterium  US  noun [C usually plural] plural bacteria  
a type of very small organism that lives in air, earth, water, plants and animals, often one 

which causes a disease:  
an illness caused by bacteria in drinking water  
The bacterium 'Streptococcus pneumoniae' causes about a third of some 3000 annual 

meningitis cases.  

 

scourge  US  noun [C usually singular]  
something or someone that causes great suffering or a lot of trouble:  
the scourge of war  
Aids has been described as the scourge of the modern world.  
scourge  US  verb [T]  

The country has been scourged by (= has suffered very much because of) famine in 

recent years.  
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ratio  US  noun [C] plural ratios  
the relationship between two groups or amounts, which expresses how much bigger one is 

than the other:  
The ratio of men to women at the conference was ten to one/10:1.  
The school is trying to improve its pupil-teacher ratio (= the number of teachers compared 

with the number of students).  

 

Part C 

plaintiff  US  noun [C] LEGAL  
someone who makes a legal complaint against someone else in court  
Compare defendant at defend.  

 

plaintive  US  adjective  
describes something which sounds slightly sad:  
the plaintive sound of the bagpipes  
"What about me?" came a plaintive voice.  
plaintively  US  adverb  

"I've broken my glasses, " he said plaintively.  
plaintiveness  US  noun [U]  

 

bleat  verb [I]  
1 When a sheep or goat bleats, it makes a high, shaking sound.  

2 INFORMAL to complain in an annoying way:  

She's always bleating (on) about how badly she's been treated.  

bleat  noun [C]  

 

landscape (COUNTRYSIDE)  noun 
1 [C] a large area of countryside, especially in relation to its appearance:  

a rural/barren landscape  

The landscape is dotted with the tents of campers and hikers.  

The cathedral dominates the landscape for miles around.  

2 [C or U] a view or picture of the countryside, or the art of making such pictures:  

a watercolour landscape.  

J.M.W. Turner is one of Britain's best-known landscape painters.  

 

seascape  noun [C]  
a painting of a view of the sea  

 

dialogue, US ALSO dialog  US  noun [C or U] 
1 (a) conversation which is written for a book, play or film:  

The play contained some very snappy/witty dialogue.  

Act Two begins with a short dialogue between father and son.  

2 formal talks between opposing countries, political groups, etc:  

The rebel leaders stated that they are willing to enter into dialogue with the 

government.  

The two sides have at last begun to engage in a constructive dialogue.  

 

 



9 Gathered By: Reza Takhshid                       (Definitions from: Cambridge Advanced Learner Dictionary) 

 

monologue  US  noun [C] 
1 a long speech by one person:  

DISAPPROVING He subjected me to a monologue on his last stay in hospital.  

2 a short play for one actor:  

Alan Bennett wrote a series of monologues called Talking Heads.  

 

inscription  noun [C]  
words that are written or cut in something:  
The inscription read 'To darling Molly. Christmas 1904.'  
The inscriptions on the gravestones were worn away.  

 

prescribe (GIVE MEDICAL TREATMENT)  verb [T often passive]  
(of a doctor) to say what medical treatment someone should have:  
The drug is often prescribed for ulcers.  
[+ two objects] I've been prescribed painkillers.  
prescribed  adjective  

The patient was taking a widely prescribed sedative.  
prescription  noun [C]  

a piece of paper on which a doctor writes the details of the medicine or drugs that 

someone needs:  
a doctor's prescription  
a prescription for sedatives  
UK The doctor should give you a repeat prescription (= another piece of paper allowing 

more of the same medicine to be given, often without the person seeing the doctor 

again).  
These drugs are only available on prescription (= with a prescription from a doctor).  
Prescription charges (= the standard amount of money you pay for any medicine 

prescribed by a doctor) are rising in June.  

 

suspend (STOP)  verb [T]  
1 to stop or to cause to be not active, either temporarily or permanently:  

The ferry service has been suspended for the day because of bad weather.  

The President has suspended the constitution and assumed total power.  

When you go to the theatre, you have to be willing to suspend disbelief (= to act as if 

you believe that what you are seeing is real or true, although you know that it is not).  

I'm suspending judgment (= not forming an opinion) on the book I'm reading until I've 

finished it.  

LEGAL Mr Young was given a six-month jail sentence suspended for two years (= If he 

commits another crime within two years, he will have to go to prison for six months for 

his original crime).  

2 If someone is suspended from work, school, etc., they are temporarily not allowed to 

work, go to school or take part in an activity because they have done something wrong:  

She was suspended from school for fighting.  

He was suspended for four matches after arguing with the referee.  

suspension  noun 
1 [U] when someone stops something happening, operating, etc. for a period of time:  

The suspension of fighting is to take effect at 6 am on Monday.  

There have been calls for the drug's immediate suspension, following reports that it has 

dangerous side effects.  

2 [C or U] when a person is temporarily not allowed to work, go to school or take part in 

an activity, as a punishment:  

The union is protesting about the suspension of a restaurant worker .  
The footballer is likely to receive a three-match suspension following an incident in 

yesterday's game.  



10 Gathered By: Reza Takhshid                       (Definitions from: Cambridge Advanced Learner Dictionary) 

 

suspense  noun [U]  
the feeling of excitement or anxiety which you have when you are waiting for something to 

happen and are uncertain about what it is going to be:  
She kept him in suspense for several days before she said that she would marry him.  
The suspense is killing me (= I am extremely eager to know what is going to happen).  
There is a gradual build-up of suspense throughout the film, until it comes to an 

unexpected ending.  

 

Part D 

accommodate (FIND A PLACE FOR)  US  verb [T]  
to provide with a place to live or to be stored in:  
New students may be accommodated in halls of residence.  
FORMAL There wasn't enough space to accommodate the files.  
accommodation  US  noun [U] MAINLY UK  

a place to live, work, stay, etc. in:  
There's a shortage of cheap accommodation (= places to live).  
We have first and second class accommodation (= seats) on this flight.  

accommodations  US  plural noun US  
a place to stay when you are travelling, especially a hotel room:  
Sweepstakes winners will enjoy a week-long stay in luxury accommodations in Las 

Vegas.  

 

advocate (SUPPORT)  verb [T]  
to publicly support or suggest an idea, development or way of doing something:  
[+ ing form of verb] She advocates taking a more long-term view.  
He advocates the return of capital punishment.  
advocate  noun [C]  

He's a strong advocate of state ownership of the railways.  
advocacy  noun [U]  

She is renowned for her advocacy of human rights.  

 

brood (GROUP)  noun [C] 
1 a group of young birds all born at the same time:  

The blackbird flew back and forth to its brood.  

2 HUMOROUS a person's young children:  

Ann was at the party with her brood.  

broody  adjective 
1 If a hen (= female chicken) is broody, she is ready to lay eggs and sit on them.  

2 INFORMAL describes someone, especially a woman, who feels as if they would like to have 

a baby:  

Much to her surprise, Ruth started feeling broody in her late twenties.  

broodiness  noun [U]  

It always brings on an attack of broodiness when I go and see my sister and her 

children.  

 

maxim  noun [C]  
a brief statement of a general truth, principle or rule for behaviour  
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compress (REDUCE SIZE)  verb [T]  
1 to press something into a smaller space:  

Firmly compress the soil in the pot so that the plant is secure.  

compressed air  

2 to make information, a piece of writing, etc. shorter:  

The course compresses two year's training into six intensive months.  

I managed to compress ten pages of notes into four paragraphs.  

3 to make a computer file use less space when it is stored in the memory of a computer or 

on a disk, by using a special program:  

to compress data/files  

compressible  adjective  
compressible gas  

compression  noun [U]  
the action of compressing or being compressed  

 

compress (CLOTH)  US  noun [C]  
a thick soft piece of cloth which is pressed to a part of a person's body to stop bleeding or 

to reduce pain or swelling:  
a cold/hot compress  

 

dialect  noun [C or U]  
a form of a language that people speak in a particular part of a country, containing some 

different words and grammar, etc:  
a regional dialect  
The poem is written in northern dialect.  

 

marine (SEA)  adjective [before noun]  
related to the sea or sea transport:  
The oil slick seriously threatens marine life around the islands.  
Marine biologists are concerned about the effects of untreated sewage that is flowing into 

coastal waters.  
One plane, a marine F18, was lost in the raid.  
The Central harbour area will be closed to all marine traffic from 3.45 pm to 4.30 pm.  
See also maritime.  

 

abolish  US  verb [T]  
to end an activity or custom officially:  
I think bullfighting should be abolished.  
National Sevice was abolished in Britain in 1962.  
abolition  noun [U]  

William Wilberforce campaigned for the abolition of slavery.  
abolitionist  noun [C]  

a person who supports the abolition of something  
 

spurn  US  verb [T] SLIGHTLY FORMAL  
to refuse to accept something or someone because you feel that they are not worth 

having:  
She spurned my offers of help.  
Ellis plays the part of the young lover spurned by his mistress.  

 


