
Translation: from the sublime to the ridiculous? 

Vocabulary  

 

lexicon  noun [C] SPECIALIZED  
(a list of) all the words used in a particular language or subject, or a dictionary  

 

insofar as  US  conjunction FORMAL  
to the degree that  

 

would-be  adjective [before noun]  
wanting or trying to be:  
a would-be artist/politician  

 

strive  verb [I] strove or strived, striven or strived  
to try very hard to do something or to make something happen, especially for a long time 

or against difficulties:  
[+ to infinitive] Mr. Roe has kindled expectations that he must now strive to live up to.  
In her writing she strove for a balance between innovation and familiar prose forms.  

 

kindle  verb  
1 [T] to cause a fire to start burning by lighting paper, wood etc.  

2 [T often passive] LITERARY to cause strong feelings or ideas in someone:  

Her imagination was kindled by the exciting stories her grandmother told her.  

kindling  noun [U]  
small dry sticks or other materials used to start a fire  

 

ascertain  US  verb [T] FORMAL  
to discover; to make certain:  
The police have so far been unable to ascertain the cause of the explosion.  
[+ that] I ascertained that no one could overhear us before I told Otto the news.  
[+ question word] Have you ascertained whether she's coming or not?  

 

comprise  verb [T; L only + noun; not continuous] FORMAL  
to have as parts or members, or to be those parts or members:  
The course comprises a class book, a practice book and an audio tape.  
The class is comprised mainly of Italian and French students.  
Italian students comprise 60% of the class.  

 

discrete  adjective  
having a clear independent shape or form; separate:  
These small companies now have their own discrete identity.  
NOTE: Do not confuse with discreet.  

 

discursive  US  adjective FORMAL MAINLY DISAPPROVING  
talking about or dealing with subjects which are only slightly connected with the main 

subject for longer than necessary:  
a discursive writer/essay/speech  

 



 

grip (CONTROL)  noun [S]  
control over something or someone:  
Rebels have tightened their grip on the city.  
be in the grip of sth  

to be experiencing something unpleasant that you have no control over:  
The country is currently in the grip of the worst recession for twenty years.  

come/get to grips with sth  
to make an effort to understand and deal with a problem or situation:  
The government have failed to come to grips with the two most important social issues of 

our time.  
I can't seem to get to grips with this problem.  

 

sparse  US  adjective  
small in numbers or amount, often scattered over a large area:  
a sparse population/audience  
sparse vegetation/woodland  
a sparse beard  
Information coming out of the disaster area is sparse.  
sparsely  US  adverb  

sparsely furnished/populated  

sparseness  US  noun [U] (ALSO sparsity)  
 

tightrope  US  noun [C]  
a tightly stretched wire or rope fixed high above the ground, which skilled people walk 

across, especially in order to entertain others:  
One of the acrobats who walked the tightrope at the circus did it blindfolded.  
walk/tread a tightrope  

If you walk/tread a tightrope, you have to deal with a difficult situation, especially one 

involving making a decision between two opposing plans of action:  
Many manufacturers have to walk a tightrope between pricing their goods too high and 

not selling them, and pricing them low and losing money.  
 

annotate  US  verb [T] FORMAL  
to add a brief explanation or opinion to a text or drawing:  
Annotated editions of Shakespeare's plays help readers to understand old words.  
annotation  US  noun [C or U]  

The annotation of literary texts makes them more accessible.  
The revised edition of the book includes many useful annotations.  

 

ponderous  US  adjective FORMAL MAINLY DISAPPROVING 
1 slow and awkward because of being very heavy or large:  

He had a rather slow and ponderous manner.  

2 If a book, speech or style of writing or speaking is ponderous, it is boring because it is 

too slow, long or serious:  

The ponderous reporting style makes the evening news dull viewing.  

ponderously  US  adverb FORMAL MAINLY DISAPPROVING  

 

 

 

 

 



cohere  US  verb [I] FORMAL  
1 If an argument or theory coheres, all the different stages fit together to form a 

persuasive whole.  

2 to unite or to hold together as a unit:  

His vision is of a world that coheres through human connection rather than rules.  

cohesion  US  noun [U] (ALSO cohesiveness) FORMAL  
when the members of a group or society are united:  
social/national cohesion  
The lack of cohesion within the party lost them votes in the election.  

cohesive  US  adjective FORMAL  
united and working together effectively:  
a cohesive group  
cohesive forces  

 

coherent  US  adjective 
1 If an argument, set of ideas or a plan is coherent, it is clear and carefully considered, 

and each part of it connects or follows in a natural or sensible way.  

2 If someone is coherent, you can understand what they say:  

When she calmed down, she was more coherent (= able to speak clearly and be 

understood).  

coherence  US  noun [U]  
the quality of cohering or being coherent:  
There was no coherence between the first and the second half of the film.  

coherently  US  adverb  
 

erudite  adjective FORMAL  
having or containing a lot of specialist knowledge:  
He's the author of an erudite book on Scottish history.  
erudition  noun [U] FORMAL  

a work of great erudition  
 

prose  US  noun [U]  
written language in its ordinary form rather than poetry:  
I've always preferred reading prose to poetry.  
Compare verse.  

 

awkward (DIFFICULT)  US  adjective  
difficult to use, do, or deal with:  
It's an awkward corner to drive round, so take it slowly.  
Some of the questions were rather awkward.  
It was an awkward ascent, but we reached the top eventually.  
[+ to infinitive] My car's quite awkward to drive.  
He's an awkward customer (= a difficult person to deal with).  
awkwardly  US  adverb  

The car was parked awkwardly across the pavement.  
 

 

 

 

 



awkward (ANXIOUS)  US  adjective 
1 causing inconvenience, anxiety or embarrassment:  

an awkward position/situation  

There followed an awkward silence while we all tried to think of something to say.  

They'd chosen an awkward time to call as I'd just got into the bath.  

The police asked some awkward questions about where the money had come from.  

2 embarrassed or nervous:  

I always feel awkward when I'm with Chris - he's so difficult to talk to.  

He seemed a little awkward when I first met him.  

awkwardly  US  adverb  
He shifted awkwardly from one foot to the other.  
The publication of the economic statistics was awkwardly timed for the Government.  

awkwardness  US  noun [U]  
In spite of the divorce there was no awkwardness between them - in fact they seemed 

very much at ease.  
 

convey (COMMUNICATE)  verb [T]  
to express a thought, feeling or idea so that it is understood by other people:  
His poetry conveys a great sense of religious devotion.  
If you see James, do convey my apologies (to him).  
[+ question word] I tried to convey in my speech how grateful we all were for his help.  
You don't want to convey the impression that we're not interested.  

 

allusion  noun [C]  
something that is said or written that intentionally makes you think of a particular thing or 

person:  
The film is full of allusions to Hitchcock.  
Her novels are packed with literary allusions.  
allusive  adjective FORMAL  

containing a lot of allusions:  
Her music is witty, ironic and allusive.  

allusiveness  noun [U] FORMAL  
 

deliberate (INTENTIONAL)  US  adjective 
1 (often of something bad) intentional or planned:  

a deliberate attack/insult/lie  

We made a deliberate decision to live apart for a while.  

2 describes a movement, action or thought which is done carefully without hurrying:  

From her slow, deliberate speech I guessed she must be drunk.  

deliberately  US  adverb  
I'm sure he says these things deliberately (= intentionally) to annoy me.  
Calmly and deliberately (= slowly and carefully), she poured petrol over the car and set 

it alight.  
deliberation  noun [U]  

Slowly and with deliberation she turned to me and told me to get out.  
 

alliteration  US  noun [U]  
the use, especially in poetry, of the same sound or sounds, especially consonants, at the 

beginning of several words that are close together:  
'Round the rugged rocks the ragged rascal ran' uses alliteration.  
Compare assonance.  

 



ambiguous  adjective  
having or expressing more than one possible meaning, sometimes intentionally:  
His reply to my question was somewhat ambiguous.  
The wording of the agreement is ambiguous.  
The government has been ambiguous on this issue.  
ambiguously  adverb  

Some questions were badly or ambiguously worded.  
ambiguity  US  noun [C or U]  

We wish to remove any ambiguity (= confusion) concerning our demands.  
There are some ambiguities in the legislation.  

 

parody  US  noun 
1 [C or U] writing, music, art, speech, etc. which intentionally copies the style of someone 

famous or copies a particular situation, making the features or qualities of the original 

more noticeable in a way that is humorous:  

He was an eighteenth-century author who wrote parodies of other people's works.  

There is a hint of self-parody in his later paintings.  

Compare travesty.  

2 [C] DISAPPROVING something which so obviously fails to achieve the effect that was 

intended that it is ridiculous:  

"It was a parody of a trial, " said one observer.  

parodist  US  noun [C]  
a person who writes parodies  

parody  US  verb [T]  
to copy the style of someone or something in a humorous way:  
One of the papers is running a competition in which you've got to parody a well-known 

author.  
 

assonance  noun [U] SPECIALIZED  
the similarity in sound between two syllables that are close together, created either by the 

same consonants and different vowels (e.g. 'hit' and 'heart') or by the same vowels but 

different consonants (e.g. 'back' and 'hat')  
Compare alliteration.  

 

subtext  noun [C]  
a hidden or less obvious meaning:  
The political subtext of her novel is a criticism of government interference in individual 

lives.  
 

grasp (UNDERSTAND)  US  verb [T]  
to understand something, especially something difficult:  
I think I managed to grasp the main points of the lecture.  
The Government has acknowledged that homelessness is a problem but it has failed to 

grasp the scale of the problem.  
grasp  US  noun [S or U]  

understanding:  
I'm afraid my grasp of economics is rather limited.  

 

 



overlook (VIEW)  US  verb [T]  
to provide a view of, especially from above:  
Our hotel room overlooked the harbour.  
The house is surrounded by trees, so it's not overlooked at all (= it cannot be seen from 

any other buildings).  
overlook  US  noun [C] US  

a viewpoint (VIEW):  
There are lots of scenic overlooks along the road from New York to Montreal.  

 

overlook (NOT NOTICE)  US  verb [T]  
to fail to notice or consider something:  
I think there is one key fact that you have overlooked.  
No one will be overlooked in the selection of the team.  

 

overlook (FORGIVE)  US  verb [T]  
to forgive or pretend not to notice something:  
I'm prepared to overlook his behaviour this time.  

 

colloquial  US  adjective SPECIALIZED  
(of words and expressions) informal and more suitable for use in speech than in writing:  
colloquial speech  
colloquialism  US  noun [C]  

an informal word or expression which is more suitable for use in speech than in writing  
colloquially  US  adverb  

 


