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Unit Twelve Vocabulary 

 

 

inadvertent  US  adjective  
done unintentionally:  
All authors need to be wary of inadvertent copying of other people's ideas.  
inadvertently  US  adverb  

inadvertence  US  noun [U]  

 

intelligible  adjective  
(of speech and writing) clear enough to be understood:  
She was so upset when she spoke that she was hardly intelligible.  
NOTE: The opposite is unintelligible.  
intelligibly  adverb  

intelligibility  US  noun [U]  

 

inure  US  verb 

inure sb to sth phrasal verb FORMAL  
If you become inured to something unpleasant, you become familiar with it and able to accept and bear 

it:  
After spending some time on the island they became inured to the hardships.  

 

inveterate  US  adjective USUALLY DISAPPROVING  
an inveterate liar/gambler, etc. someone who does something very often and cannot stop doing it:  
I never trust anything he says - the man's an inveterate liar.  

 

predator  US  noun [C] 
1 an animal that hunts, kills and eats other animals:  

lions, wolves and other predators  

2 DISAPPROVING someone who follows people in order to harm them or commit a crime against them:  

a sexual predator  

In court, he was accused of being a merciless predator who had tricked his grandmother out of her 

savings.  

predatory  US  adjective 
1 A predatory animal kills and eats other animals:  

The owl is a predatory bird which kills its prey with its claws.  

2 MAINLY DISAPPROVING A predatory person or organization tries to obtain something that belongs to 

someone else:  

The company spent much effort in avoiding takeover bids from predatory competitors.  

3 DISAPPROVING describes someone who expresses sexual interest in a very obvious way:  

I hate going to bars on my own because men look at you in such a predatory way.  

 

regale  verb 

regale sb with sth phrasal verb MAINLY HUMOROUS  
to entertain someone with stories, jokes, etc:  
The sailor regaled us all night with stories of his adventures.  
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scion  noun [C] LITERARY  
a young member of a rich and famous family:  
He's the scion of a very wealthy newspaper-publishing family.  

 

senile  US  adjective  
showing a lack of mental ability because of old age, especially a lack of ability to think clearly and make 

decisions:  
He spent many years caring for his senile mother.  
I'm always losing my keys these days. I think I must be going senile.  
senility  US  noun [U]  

 

versatile  US  adjective APPROVING  
able to change easily from one activity to another or able to be used for many different purposes:  
He's a very versatile young actor who's as happy in horror films as he is in TV comedies.  
A leather jacket is a timeless and versatile garment that can be worn in all seasons.  
versatility  US  noun [U]  

 

vociferous  US  adjective  
Vociferous people express their opinions and complaints loudly and repeatedly in speech, and vociferous 

demands, etc. are made repeatedly and loudly:  
Local activist groups have become increasingly vociferous as the volume of traffic passing through the 

village has grown.  
A vociferous opponent of gay rights, he is well-known for his right-wing views.  
vociferously  US  adverb  

 

  



3 Gathered by: Reza Takhshid                                                                                            Definitions from: CALD 

 

Unit Thirteen Vocabulary 

 

concession (SOMETHING ALLOWED)  noun 
1 [C or U] something which is allowed or given up, often in order to end a disagreement, or the act of 

allowing or giving this:  

Both sides involved in the conflict made some concessions in yesterday's talks.  

He stated firmly that no concessions will be made to the strikers.  

See also concede.  

2 [U] when someone admits defeat:  

The former president's concession came even before all the votes had been counted.  

a concession speech  

 

repel (FORCE AWAY)  verb [T] -ll-  
1 to force something or someone to move away or stop attacking you:  

This coat has a special surface that repels moisture.  

FORMAL The defenders repelled the attack without losing any men.  

2 SPECIALIZED to have a magnetic field which pushes away something with a similar magnetic field:  

Similar poles of magnets repel each other, and opposite poles attract.  

repellent  noun [C or U]  
a substance used to repel something:  
insect/mosquito repellent  

 

aggravate (MAKE WORSE)  verb [T]  
1 to make a bad situation worse:  

Attempts to restrict parking in the city centre have further aggravated the problem of traffic congestion.  

2 to make a disease worse:  

The treatment only aggravated the condition.  

 

barter  US  verb [I or T]  
to exchange goods for other things rather than for money:  
He bartered his stamp collection for her comics.  
We spent a whole hour bartering with stallholders for souvenirs.  
barter  US  noun [U]  

The currency has lost so much of its value that barter has become the preferred way of doing business.  
 

bestow  US  verb [T often passive] FORMAL  
to give something as an honour or present:  
The Chancellorship of the University was bestowed upon her in 1992.  
The George Cross is a decoration that is bestowed on British civilians for acts of great bravery.  
bestowal  US  noun [U] FORMAL  

Her father's blessing represented a bestowal of consent upon her forthcoming marriage.  
 

 

domestic (COUNTRY)  adjective  
relating to a person's own country:  
domestic airlines/flights  
Domestic opinion had turned against the war.  
domestically  adverb  

Such a policy would be unacceptable both domestically and internationally.  
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repeal  verb [T]  
If a government repeals a law, it causes that law no longer to have any legal force.  
repeal  noun [S or U]  

We're campaigning for a/the repeal of the abortion laws.  
 

cite (NAME)  verb [T] LEGAL  
to officially name or mention someone or something in a court of law, or to officially request someone to 

appear in a court of law:  
The lawyer cited two similar cases.  
He has been cited as the co-respondent in the divorce case.  
citation  noun [C] LEGAL  

an official request for someone to appear in a court of law:  
The court issued a contempt citation against city council members who refused to comply with a court 

order.  
 

delegate (CHOSEN PERSON)  noun [C]  
a person chosen or elected by a group to speak, vote, etc. for them, especially at a meeting:  
Delegates have voted in favour of the motion.  
Each union elects several delegates to the annual conference.  
delegate  verb [T + object + to infinitive]  

A group of four teachers were delegated (= chosen) to represent the school at the union conference.  
delegation  group noun [C]  

a group of delegates:  
A delegation from Spain has/have arrived for a month.  

 

fugitive (PERSON)  US  noun [C]  
a person who is running away or hiding from the police or a dangerous situation:  
Thousands of fugitives are fleeing from the war-torn area.  
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid were fugitives from justice (= they ran away to avoid being tried in 

court).  
fugitive  US  adjective [before noun]  

Fugitive families who have fled (= families who have run away from) the fighting in the cities are now 

trying to survive in the mountains.  
 


